
i9 will be an impressive feature of Wolverhampton’s Victoria Square

Wolverhampton welcomes 
landmark i9 office building

The new building will feature a south west facing roof terrace

The view of Wolverhampton city centre’s i9 from Railway Drive

How the reception area at i9 will look The new building will feature a distinctive facade

CONSTRUCTION has started on delivering 
an architecturally striking office develop-
ment at the heart of the City of Wolver-
hampton Interchange which is to be named 
i9.

i9 emerged as a scheme following the 
success of the award-winning i10 devel-
opment on the opposite side of Railway 
Drive and will provide up to 52,000 sq ft 
of stunning Grade A office and retail/lei-
sure space when the project is complet-
ed in 2021. i9 is the next step in building 
a thriving commercial district at the heart 
of Wolverhampton’s £150 million Inter-
change which is creating a transport hub 
connecting trains, buses and trams as a 
catalyst to bring further investment and 
jobs to the city. 

It sits only 200 metres from the city centre’s 
new railway station, phase one of which is 
opening soon. 

Once the railway station is fully completed, 
the new Metro extension will drop passengers 
off right outside its entrance, as well as at the 
bus station – making it an exceptionally acces-
sible location for commuters.

Glenn Howells Architects’ design for i9 was 
the winner from a strong field of 10 UK leading 
architects and urban design practices in a na-
tional design competition. 

They are the architects behind the Paradise 
Birmingham scheme – one of the biggest and 
most successful city centre development pro-
jects in the UK.

Design
The design pays homage to the industrial 

characteristics of Wolverhampton’s red-brick 
Victorian architecture with the addition of bull-
nose, curved glass corners addressing key ap-
proaches. 

The strong vertical expression of brickwork 
piers creates a striking yet complimentary ad-
dition to the family of buildings at this important 
intersection which includes the Grade II listed 
Chubb Building and Prince Albert public house.

Fraser Godfrey, associate from Glenn How-
ells Architects, said: “The i9 building is situat-
ed at an important gateway site within Wolver-
hampton City Centre and offers the opportunity 
to define a benchmark for the future regenera-
tion of this part of the city. 

“The design has been developed to be sen-
sitive to neighbouring landmarks such as the 

Chubb Buildings and through considered de-
tailing and the use of high-quality materials, it 
will become a contemporary addition to Wolver-
hampton’s historic family of red-brick Victorian 
buildings.”

The building will benefit from a contemporary 
ground floor space featuring a business lounge 
that can act as a communal break-out space 
or that can be used as a location for informal 
meetings.

There will also be a prime retail opportunity 
on the ground and lower ground floors. 

The subsequent floors of the building have 
been designed to deliver the ultimate in flexible 
office space, suitable for any occupier ranging 
from a sole occupancy corporate headquarters 
or for sub-division for multiple users across the 
floors. 

It will offer the very latest in technology, with 
a smart finish and a light, modern open plan 
working environment. 

The fourth floor and roof of i9 comprises of 
a south west facing roof top terrace and a dra-
matic glass pavilion style workspace, which will 

offer panoramic views  across the city centre 
conservation area and Interchange.

Graham Construction have been contract-
ed to deliver the scheme, which will achieve 
a BREEAM Excellent rating to guarantee the 
long-term sustainability of the building and 
lower any potential impact on the surrounding 
environment.

Sustainability has been an integral part of the 
design of i9. 

Alongside, the thoughtful placement to pub-
lic transport, there will be a cycle storage facility 

as well as a shower suite and changing rooms, 
to encourage cycling as a method of transport 
in the city. 

Energy efficiency has also been integral 
to the design process, controlling solar gain 
through passive measures and making sure 
the building’s heating and cooling systems are 
effectual and environmentally sound.

Steve Parry, managing director of Ion, com-
mented: “i9 will offer an innovative, state-of-the-
art, Grade A office building for Wolverhampton. 

“We are delighted by the success of the de-
sign – which will sit beautifully within the city’s 
existing historic buildings, whilst offering a flex-
ible, modern and sustainable place to do busi-
ness. 

“Alongside i10, it will play an important part in 
the city’s commercial regeneration.”

Councillor Harman Banger, cabinet mem-
ber for city economy at City of Wolverhampton 
Council, said: “It is great to see full works start-
ing on the spectacular i9 building at heart of the 
city’s Interchange.

“It is another step towards our aspirations of 
creating a Commercial District in this area of the 
city. 

“We want this building to become the design 
and quality benchmark for future developments 
in the city and to demonstrate our ambition for 
the city centre. 

“This very important site ideally lends itself to 
a distinctive, high-quality headquarters build-
ing.”

Landmark
Jamie Phillips, partner at Knight Frank in 

Birmingham, added: “i9 will provide the City 
of Wolverhampton with a landmark Grade A 
building designed and developed to the high-
est standards and will set a new benchmark for 
what occupiers within the city can expect. 

“Clever design, coupled with smart building 
elements, and being ideally located for public 
transport with the new railway station and ex-
tended Metro adjacent will allow occupiers to 
alter the way they go about their daily business 
and give staff more options on commuting and 
enjoy the benefits of being located within the 
city core.

“ i9 and the wider Interchange scheme are 
important to providing the office space required 
by market demand allowing the city to grow 
employment and job opportunities which in 
turn will help drive the city centre economy.” 

i9 has been supported by the Black Country 
Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) with a total 
funding award of £3.9m from the Local Growth 
Deal programme.

Commercial feature


